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watching the lines of approach to German ports, and
attending the advent of the enemy. But no enemy
came. " I was reluctantly compelled to the con-
clusion," wrote Sir John, hfi that the High Sea Fleet
had returned into port." Till 1.15 p.m. the British
fleet swept the seas, picking up survivors from some
of our lost destroyers. After that hour waiting was
useless, so the fleet sailed for its bases, which were
reached nest day, Friday, 2nd June. There it
fuelled and replenished with ammunition, and at
9,30 that evening was ready for further action.

Jutland, the uncompromising details of which
were at once published by the British Admiralty,
did us no good, but it also did us little harm. In a
fog of uncertainty Jellicoe handled the affair ably,
and, if he was also cautious, such was not only the
nature of the man but the essence of his policy. He
could not have destroyed Scheer without taking
risks which might have destroyed himself, and with
him would have gone down the Allied cause. It was
a war of peoples, and even the most resounding
triumph at sea would not have ended the contest,
while a defeat would have struck from the Allied
hands the weapon on which all others depended.
If it be argued that such considerations belong to
statesmanship rather than to naval tactics, it may
be replied that the commander of the British Grand
Fleet must be statesman as well as seaman.
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